ACADEMIC SKILLS ENLiSH Fog;cﬂm

Teacher’s notes
Use a dictionary Levels 1and 2

Warm up

Ask students if they have an English dictionary and whether it is monolingual or bilingual. Discuss with them
whether they use it often and why they do or don’t. Some student’s may prefer to use an app on their phone but
explain to them having the skills to use a traditional dictionary is always an advantage. Ask them if they have any
difficulties in looking up words. Tell them they will do more work on this.

Using the Factsheet
There are three possible ways to use the factsheet:

1 Give students the factsheet before the lesson, so they can read it at home and come to the lesson prepared to do the
worksheet. If you use this approach, start the lesson by checking that all students have read and understood the factsheet
and answer any questions.

2 Give students the factsheet at the beginning of the lesson and start by working through it with the students.

3 Focus on the worksheet in the lesson, then give students the factsheet at the end of the lesson, so they can take it home
and keep it as a reference or revision tool.

Here are some advantages. Next to them, write B for bilingual and M for monolingual:

Answers

1 M

2 B

3 MandB

Here is what one entry in a dictionary looks like:
See if you can label the entry with these words.

Answers
1 head word 2 pronunciation 3 definition 4 type of word 5  examples

Theory to practice (Factsheet)
Try using your own dictionary. Look up these three words and find out the information about them:
Suggested answers

1 allow
type of word: verb
definition: let somebody have or do something
examples: He was allowed to watch TV until late. You are not allowed to smoke here.

2 investigation
type of word: noun
definition: looking at something carefully to find the truth
examples: There is a police investigation into the robbery. We are starting an investigation into the causes of the fire.

3 trustworthy
type of word: adjective
definition: used for someone/something who is honest/can be trusted
examples: Are you sure he is trustworthy? | heard he lies. Nothing is more trustworthy than my little car.

Using the Worksheet

Practice

@ Put each group of words in alphabetical order.
e Have students do the exercise individually. Walk round to monitor and offer support as necessary.
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Answers

midnight, prawn, regional, spicy
aerobics, almost, amazing, artist
female, fluent, French, funny
salary, scientist, software, system
watermelon, website, west, wheat

abdbwnNn-=—

Look up these words in your dictionary and find out what kind of word each one is.
e Spend a minute or two asking students to say what the different kinds of words are (verb, noun, adjective, adverb, etc.).
Answers

verb/noun

verb

adjective

adverb

verb/noun

absdbwnNn-—

@ Which of the words in Exercise 2 can be used as more than one kind of word?
Answers
conflict
transfer

@ Look at this dictionary entry and discuss with your partner what information you can find about the word.
Make a few notes below.

e Students should say which is the headword, part of speech, etc. Check they have understood if you feel it
is necessary.

Suggested answers

What can we find out about the word?

e how to pronounce it

e whatit means

e what kind of word it is

e how itis used in sentences

@ Look the word flammable up in a good dictionary. What other information can you find out about the word?
Suggested answers
What else can we find out about the word by looking it up in a good dictionary?
e It has the same meaning as inflammable. Other synonyms could be burnable, combustible.
e The antonym or opposite is non-flammable.

Now see if you can find out some more information for these words in a dictionary.
Answers
1 anumber, a body shape, work out, have an important part in something
2 Itcan be averb - to spend the winter or an adjective — a winter fruit.
3 unethical

Now it’s your turn. Choose a difficult word you know. Ask your partner to find the word in a dictionary.

Your partner will give you a word. Time your partner and see who finds their word the fastest.
e Ifthe class is small, you may wish to do this as a class so everybody can join in the fun together.
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Now share your word with the class to see which words they know and which words you can explain to them.
e Depending on time, you can allow students some time for this or quickly wrap up with one or two examples.

Reflect
Think about what advice you would give to someone who is learning how to use a dictionary. If it helps,
write down some tips below.

e Depending on time, you can invite students to share their tips with the whole class. Or ask them to design a
small poster about how to use a dictionary and have them bring it to the next lesson to present to the class.

Learning outcome

Students can now use a dictionary competently which ensures they make good use of it and it enhances their learning
of English.

Ending the lesson

Ask students what new words they have learnt from using a dictionary. Pont out how looking at a word in detail has
helped them to remember it better.
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