ACADEMIC SKILLS ENLiSH Fog;cﬂm

Teacher’s notes
Hold the listener’s attention Levels 1and 2

Warm up

Start by asking the class what makes a talk or presentation interesting. Try to elicit the idea of keeping people listening and
some of the strategies that follow. Don't feed students what they don't suggest. Students should mention using pauses,
emphasis and intonation if they have already done Use pauses, emphasis and intonation.

Using the Factsheet

The Factsheet sets out some of the key features of this functional language. It also gives practical strategies to
help students develop and gain confidence when using the language. Get students to work through the Factsheet
first before they go on to work through the Worksheet and engage in the practice tasks.

There are two possible ways to use the Factsheet:

1 Give students the Factsheet before the lesson, so they can read it at home and come to the lesson prepared to do the
Worksheet. If you use this approach, start the lesson by checking that all students have read and understood the Factsheet,
and answer any questions.

2 Give students the Factsheet at the beginning of the lesson and start by working through it with the students.

Theory to practice

@ [> 01-06 Listen to six short extracts. What strategies do the speakers use to hold the listeners’ attention?
o Read the instructions with the class. Play > 01-06, eliciting some ideas about each extract.

Transcript

(>Xe)

We all know families that seem very lucky. Sometimes, whole families become rich and famous! But why are some
families so successful? Here are five reasons. Reason number one is genetics. Genes are passed from parents to
children. They make us who we are. So, if parents are tall and strong, so are their kids.

Transcript

02

Reason number three is environment — the people and things around us. For example, if we grow up with music, we
become musical. This is the Jackson 5. They listened to music all the time — their father played guitar in a band. When
they were young, they sang, danced and played instruments together. It was fun!

Transcript

o3

Mistake number two. After a bad day at work, people often post on Twitter or Facebook. But that's OK — only your
friends can read it. Right? Well, be really careful — are you sure your boss won't see? It's probably better to share your
thoughts with your family. Or your housemate. Or — safest of all — your pet dog.

Transcript

o4

Imagine this. You arrive home after a long day at work. The garage doors open automatically and your car parks itself.
In the doorway, you look at a screen. A scanner scans your eye and the alarm switches itself off. Your front door unlocks
and you open it. There is a pleasant breeze in the living room. The windows opened slightly when you arrived. You
walk through into the kitchen. A cup of tea is waiting for you in the tea-maker at the perfect, drinkable temperature.
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Levels 1and 2

Transcript

©os

And Laszlo was right! He did make a genius! All the sisters were very good, but Judit was the best. When she was only
15, she became an International Grandmaster. Eventually, she reached number eight in the world. In her career, she
beat 11 different world champions. And she showed that women can win in a man’s world.

Transcript

o6

It's very fast and it's very responsive. When I'm surfing the internet, pages download in seconds. | love the look of it,
too. I think it's very stylish. It goes everywhere with me, and it's so small | can fit it in my jacket pocket. It takes great
photos, and the sound quality for calls is very good, too.

> 01-06 Listen again and match each extract with an explanation (a-f).
¢ Read the instructions with the class and give students plenty of time to read the explanations.
e Clarify the meaning of commentary (in item a) and any other keywords students are unsure of.

e Play the recordings again. Pause briefly after each extract for students to note down their answers, but don't
check answers.

e Give students time to discuss their answers with a partner. When they are ready, play the recordings once more,
pausing after each one for students to confirm their understanding and then eliciting the answers. Don't go into
in-depth analysis of each extract, as students will do that on the Worksheet.

Answers

o1 d
o2
o3 e
o4 a
os f
06 b

Using the Worksheet

Practice

@ Match the strategies (a-f) with the examples (1-6).

e Students work individually, then check answers with a partner. Then elicit the answers, referring students back to
the Factsheet if you wish.

Answers
a 5
b 6
c 3
d 2
e 1
f 4
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Levels 1and 2

@ > 01-06 Listen again to the extracts from talks you heard in the Factsheet. In pairs, discuss some of
the strategies each speaker uses to hold the listeners’ attention.

e Theaimis purely to refocus attention. Skip this stage if the class are going directly from reading the Factsheet to
using the Worksheet.

¢ Play the recordings and give pairs time to reflect.

@ @ > 01-06 Listen to the extracts again and answer the questions in pairs.

¢ Explain that students will now analyze the strategies used in each extract in more depth.

¢ Give students time to read the questions for each extract before playing it.

¢ Play the extracts and give pairs time to check and discuss their answers.

e You could elicit/provide answers using an electronic copy of the transcripts on the board, drawing attention to
the relevant sections. Alternatively, you could direct students to the transcripts in Exercise 4.

Answers

01

a  seem very lucky

b whyare some / successful
c  reasons/Reason/one

o2
d  number three / and things around us
e  thelJackson5

o3
f  Mistake number two.
9  Right/your boss
h  He suggests that you can only share your thoughts safely with your pet dog.
o4
i Imagine this.
i present simple
k  apleasant breeze
[ perfect, drinkable
o5
m  right/ did
n 15— Judit's age when she became an International Grandmaster
8 — Judit reached number eight in the world
11 = the number of world champions Judit beat
o women can win/a man’'s world
o6
p  short concise sentences
q responsive /in seconds / stylish

@ Work in small groups and give the talks.

. Put students into suitable groups, and read the instructions with the class.

. Emphasize that the aim is not to remember the extract word for word, but to rehearse it with the appropriate
stress and intonation. Model phrases or replay parts of the audio for students to listen to again as necessary.

e Give students time to prepare (you can decide a time limit).
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e Anumber of students will be giving their talk simultaneously, so make sure groups have enough space. The speaker
should stand and use body language.
e Try to monitor each group equally and give feedback.

@ @ Work in small groups. Write and give short talks.

e Work through as with Exercise 4. Students could work in the same groups or different ones, as you prefer.
e You could ask a few students to give their talks to the class.

Reflect

@ Discuss the questions.

¢ Have afairly brief whole-class discussion about what students learnt in the lesson. You might prefer to do this in L.
Answer any questions. Students could think about the Reflect questions later at home.
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