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Warm up
Elicit what a paraphrase is – see if students can tell you how it differs from a quote. Ask students to brainstorm 
situations when they would use a paraphrase in speech – for example, talking about a conversation you had,  
telling someone about a book you read, checking someone has understood an instruction. See if they can tell  
you anything about how paraphrases are used in writing.

Using the Factsheet
There are three possible ways to use the Factsheet:
1 Give students the Factsheet before the lesson, so they can read it at home and come to the lesson prepared to do the 

Worksheet. If you use this approach, start the lesson by checking that all students have read and understood the Factsheet, 
and answer any questions.

2 Give students the Factsheet at the beginning of the lesson, and start by working through it with the students.
3 Focus on the Worksheet in the lesson, then give students the Factsheet at the end of the lesson, so they can take it home 

and keep it as a reference or revision tool.

Theory to practice
Answers
1 nurturing
2 motor skills
3 imaginative and creative capacities
4 essential function
5 ability to communicate with and relate to others
6 a short time ago
7 (generally) doubted
8 better processes of understanding
9 (help people) to do tasks better
10 demonstrates
11 people who play video games
12 do several tasks simultaneously
13 music composed for video games
14 help you to apply yourself to a piece of work

Using the Worksheet
•  Go through the information at the top of the page. Students may already have covered the section on paraphrasing  

in Unit 10 of C21 English for the 21st Century, Level 5; they may also have done Avoid plagiarism from the C21 Academic Skills 
series. Depending on what they have already covered, you can discuss what they have enjoyed or found difficult in  
these activities.

•  Students will probably need to use a dictionary for at least some of the activities on the Worksheet. Apart from in Exercise 
6, discourage the use of a thesaurus to check synonyms for now: although this can be a useful procedure, students will 
gain more at this stage from using the dictionary and thinking critically about the slight differences in meaning.

Practice
1   Match the words in the box to their synonyms.

 •  Ask students to read all the words in the box, then see if anyone can volunteer the synonym for adequate (sufficient). 
Demonstrate checking the answer in a dictionary – or ask volunteers to look up the words – and compare the 
definitions as a class. There may be multiple definitions for each word; if so, elicit, or point students towards, the  
right one.

 •  Get students to complete the activity in pairs. Then check the answers as a class. See if anyone had trouble 
understanding any words/definitions; depending on the level of the dictionary you are using, definitions can 
sometimes be as difficult to understand as the original word.
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 Answers
 a sufficient
 b influence
 c contend
 d definition
 e established
 f outcome
 g reject
 h amend
 i scrutinize
 j particular

2   Fill in the table of word forms.
 •  Check that students understand what they have to do, and set them to work in pairs right away. Tell them to quickly 

work together to fill in as much of the table as they can.

 •  Recreate the table on the board, and elicit answers from different people in the class. You could have volunteers 
come to the front to write the words in. As you fill in the table, discuss each word family. In each family, some word 
forms are more common and some much less so; try to use the word in each family that students are most familiar 
with as a ‘jumping-off point’ for discussing the meaning of the other words.

 Answers

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

analysis

conclusion

significance

specification

analyze

conclude

signify

specify

analytical

conclusive

significant

specific

analytically

conclusively

significantly

specifically

3  Complete the paraphrases with the words from the box. Use each word once.
 •  Go through the first item as a class. The word disparity may not be familiar to students – if so, have them look it up in 

the dictionary, and elicit that it means difference. Then elicit the answer (inequality).

 •  Have students complete the activity individually, using their dictionaries as necessary. Then elicit the answers, 
checking students’ understanding of the original phrases orally as you do so.

 Answers
 a income inequality
 b a holistic analysis
 c gender equality
 d occupational preparation
 e culture shock
 f alternative medicine

4  Is the paraphrase accurate or inaccurate? Tick (✔) for accurate or cross (✘) for inaccurate. If it is inaccurate, 
rewrite it by adding or changing one word.

 •  Go through the first item as a class. The crucial phrases which students need to understand are a magic rule  
(in the original) and a single criterion (in the paraphrase). Discuss these phrases, and see if you can guide students 
towards understanding them without using dictionaries. Once they have understood that these phrases are roughly 
synonymous, they should be in a position to work out that the paraphrase says the opposite of the original. See if 
they can work out which word they need to add or change, and guide them towards adding not to can (to make can’t 
or cannot) in order to change the meaning of the sentence to its opposite.
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 •  Depending on what you feel will most benefit your class, you can either leave students to work through the other 
items individually, or go through them all together. If you leave students to complete the activity individually, check 
the answers as a class, and in each case elicit the crucial word(s) which determine the accuracy or innaccuracy of  
the paraphrase.

 Answers
 a ✘ The success of crowdfunding projects cannot/can’t always be explained by a single criterion.
 b  ✘  The production of antibiotics on an industrial scale, beginning in 1944, has led to a significant increase  

in their use.
 c ✘ There is widespread agreement among millennials that governments are not best placed to tackle global issues.
 d ✔
 e ✔
 f ✘ Patients who exclusively use alternative medicines will probably not get the treatment they need.

5   Read the original text. Then complete the paragraph with the numbered phrases.
 •  Have students read the original text individually. Ask for any words students don’t understand, and see if anyone else 

in the class can say what they mean.

 •  Have students read the gapped text, and see if anyone can volunteer a suggestion as to which phrase should go 
in the first gap. If they are unsure, start a process of elimination with the class: ask them which phrases can be ruled 
out. For example: phrases a and b go with plural subjects, so they don’t fit; phrase f doesn’t fit because Scott-Barrett 
doesn’t think that the use of algorithms is successful overall.

 •  Note: Phrases c and g are interchangeable in position 1. Phrase g is better, because it leaves phrase c free for position 
9, where it creates a contrast between subjective and objectivity.

 •  Depending on students’ level of confidence, you can encourage them to try to work out the positions of the 
remaining phrases in pairs, or continue the process of elimination as a class.

 Answers
 1 g/c
 2  d
 3 a
 4 f
 5 e
 6 h
 7 b
 8 i
 9 c/g

6  Paraphrase the text. The author is Jake Hughes, and the date of publication is 2017.
 •  This activity could be set for homework. If paraphrasing the whole paragraph is too challenging, you could ask 

students to just do the first two sentences.

 •  Note: Students could use a thesaurus for this activity. If they are going to do so, they should look up any new words 
in a dictionary too, to make sure they are appropriate.

 Possible answer
 

Hughes (2017) states that acupuncture, which can take various different forms, usually means the practice of inserting 
5–20 needles into the skin of a patient who is lying prone, and leaving them there for 10–20 minutes. There is 
evidence that this practice can help to treat pain, especially knee pain. Acupuncture is based on the idea of restoring 
the free flow of a ‘life force’ through the human body; the problems which acupuncture treats are caused by the 
interruption of this ‘flow’. Hughes indicates that many people who believe in or practise acupuncture also still believe 
in this theoretical underpinning.

Level 5

ACADEMIC SKILLS



4Academic Skills: Teacher’s notes • Level 5: Paraphrase   Copyright © Garnet Publishing Ltd 2019

ENGLISH FOR THE 21st CENTURY

Reflect
7   Read the texts in Exercise 5 again. Look at phrases a–i. Which phrases have direct parallels in the  

original text? Which don’t?
•  Explain to students that, as with many academic paraphrases, there is not always a direct relationship between individual 

phrases in the original text and in the paraphrase. Some phrases of the original text are directly paraphrased – perhaps 
more than once – but other phrases do not have any direct parallel. To some extent, identifying a ‘direct parallel’ is a  
matter of interpretation. This feature of the relationship between the texts makes this activity quite difficult.

•  Get students to work in pairs. Alternatively, you can do the whole activity as a class.

 Possible answers
 Direct parallels:
 a use the information to target specific areas at specific times
 c  reinforcing previously held bias
 d identify correlations in the data
 e becoming a vicious circle
 f have been impressive
 g may actually be reinforcing previously held biases
 i becoming a vicious circle

 No direct parallels:
 b 
 h 

Learning outcome
By the end of the lesson, students should:
•  have gained more practice in paraphrasing complex sentences and longer sections of text
•  be confident using reporting verbs
•  be able to recognize accurate and inaccurate paraphrases
•  have expanded their range of academic synonyms and word forms
•  be more confident using a dictionary

Ending the lesson
Have a whole-class discussion about what students feel they learnt from the lesson. Answer any questions.

Integrated skills
In Exercise 5, change the activity: first, read out the completed text to the class; have students listen, identify the phrases that 
have been used and write the letters in. Then check the answers by having individual students take turns to read the text out, 
sentence by sentence. (Exercise 5 is quite challenging as it stands, and this integrated approach has the additional advantage 
of being easier if you feel your class will not cope with the intended activity.) You can subsequently discuss the reason for using 
each phrase. Students will still have the opportunity to read the two texts against each other in detail in Exercise 7.
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