
1Academic Skills: Worksheet • Levels 3 and 4: Predict listening content  �Copyright © Garnet Publishing Ltd 2019

ENGLISH FOR THE 21st CENTURY

Practice
1 	 You are going to listen to two recordings. Before you do, make notes in the table.

Title
What do you already know 

about the topic?
What do you think they will 

say about this topic?

 01	 �How to learn a language 
(and how not to!)

 02	� The gap year –  
good or bad?

2 	  Compare your notes in groups of three. Who knows most about the topic? Are your predictions similar  
or different?

3 	  01–02 Listen to the recordings and make notes.

Title What do they actually talk about?

 01	 �How to learn a language 
(and how not to!)

 02	� The gap year –  
good or bad?

4 	  In pairs, compare your notes in Exercise 1 to your notes in Exercise 3. Discuss the questions below:
	 a	� Was there anything surprising or very different from what you knew already?
	 b	� How many of your predictions did the speakers mention?
	 c	� Why do you think they didn’t mention your other predictions?
	 d	 What did they mention that you hadn’t predicted?

5 	  Your teacher will assign one of the recordings to your pair. Write a short summary for a student who  
didn’t attend.
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6 	  Find a pair that wrote a summary of the other recording. Read your summaries out to each other. Did the 
other pair mention all the main points?

Reflect
7 	 Think about the strategies you used in this unit and make notes in the table.

Strategies I already  
used before

Strategies I will use again  
in future

Strategies I didn’t think  
worked for me


