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Levels 1 and 2

ACADEMIC SKILLS
Worksheet

 Understand the purpose of listening
Student name:   

Class:   

Date:   

Practice
1  Match the tasks (a–f) to the purposes of listening (1–6).

 a Listen to a person describing their job and write down the most important information. 

 b You’re going to listen to five popular sayings. Write them below. 

 c Listen to a person telling a story and order the pictures below. 

 d You’re going to listen to someone talking about a holiday. Which is the best title for this story? 

 e Listen to two students in a class discussion. Do they agree or disagree? 

 f You’re going to listen to a lecture on job skills for the future. Write a word or a number in the gaps below. 

 1 Listen for the main idea 
 2 Listen for specific details 
 3 Listen to take notes 
 4 Listen for a sequence 
 5 Listen for attitude or opinion 
 6 Listen intensively 

2   01  Listen to three people talking about Zaha Hadid, a famous architect. What do they think of her buildings?  
Draw  c or  b next to their names. 

 Chen               Martine               Faris  

 1  2 3 

3   01  Listen again and match the names to the adjectives they use and the buildings they mention.

 Chen interesting, strange Cultural Centre
 Martine original, futuristic MAXXI Museum
 Faris impressive, unusual Serpentine Gallery

 
TIP
If you have to listen for an unusual word or name, it might be difficult to recognize it when you hear 
it. If possible, check the pronunciation before you listen (e.g. with your teacher). If not, read out the 
word quietly as you think it is pronounced.

MAXXI Museum Serpentine Gallery Heydar Aliyev Cultural Centre
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4   02  Listen and complete the notes below.
 

5   03  Listen again to these two parts and write the exact definitions they give of the words below.

 a Gossiping means …  

 b Multitasking means …  

6  Match Exercises 2–5 with the purposes of listening.

 a Listen intensively 

 b Listen for specific details 

 c Listen to take notes 

 d Listen for attitude or opinion 

Reflect
7  Reflect on how you answered Exercises 2–5. Think about:

 a how you got the information in each task
 b how you paid attention in each task

8   Make notes about what you have learnt about the purposes of listening. Present your findings to  
the group.

  

  

  

  

  

  

Workplace mistakes

1  Gossiping = talk neg. people behind backs. Bad for future. Goss. email + dangerous: 
‘reply to all’. ➞ meeting = talk problems over

2  
 
3 Multitasking = do > 1 task same time. Can be good, but don’t overdo it ➞ do nothing properly

4   
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