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Practice
1 	 Put each group of words in alphabetical order.

	 a	 prawn / spicy / midnight / regional 
	 b	 amazing / aerobics / artist / almost
	 c	 French / female / funny / fluent
	 d	� software / scientist / system / salary
	 e	 website / watermelon / wheat / west

2 	 Look up these words in your dictionary and find out what kind of word each one is.

	 a	 conflict	

	 b	 donate	

	 c	 elderly	

	 d	 currently	

	 e	 transfer	

3 	 Which of the words in Exercise 2 can be used as more than one kind of word?

	 �

4 	  Look at this dictionary entry and discuss with your partner what information you can find about the word. 
Make a few notes below.

	
f lammable /flməbl/ (adj) describes something which catches fire easily
You must be careful with f lammable materials.
During a hot summer, conditions in a forest can make trees extremely f lammable.

	 �

	 �

	 �
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In C21 English for the 21st Century, Level 1, you look at using a dictionary. Here, you will have the opportunity to learn more 
about this important academic skill.

INFORMATION LITERACY: Using a dictionary
Learning to use a dictionary is an important study skill. Do you have a dictionary? What type is it – in 
two languages (bilingual) or in English only (monolingual)? What information do dictionaries give us?
Example  They explain the meaning of a word.
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If you can use a dictionary well, you will improve your English greatly. A dictionary is a wonderful study tool that helps you 
become an independent learner who can find out the meaning of vocabulary without any help from a teacher.



2Academic Skills: Worksheet • Levels 1 and 2: Use a dictionary  �Copyright © Garnet Publishing Ltd 2019

ENGLISH FOR THE 21st CENTURY

5 	 Look the word flammable up in a good dictionary. What other information can you find out about the word?

	 �

	 �

	 �

6 	 Now see if you can find out some more information about these words in a dictionary:

	 a	 figure – how many meanings can you find for this word?

		  �

	 b	 winter – is this word only a noun?

		  �

	 c	 ethical – what is the opposite of this word?

		  �

7 	  Now it’s your turn. Choose a difficult word you know. Ask your partner to find the word in a dictionary. 
Your partner will give you a word. Time your partner and see who finds their word the fastest.

	 �

	 �

	 �

8 	 Now share your word with the class to see which words they know and which words you can explain to them.

Reflect
9 	 Think about what advice you would give to someone who is learning how to use a dictionary. If it helps, write 

down some tips below.

	 �

	 �

	 �
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